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MOBILE TERMINAL AND OPERATION
CONTROL METHOD THEREOF

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a mobile terminal and an
operation control method thereof, and more particularly, to a
mobile terminal for controlling the status of a wireless com-
munication unit provided in the mobile terminal, and a
method for controlling the status of a wireless communica-
tion unit provided in such a mobile terminal.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, as a mobile terminal provides complicated
and various functions, considerations are required for the
convenience of a user interface (UI) including network con-
nection, and the like.

TECHNICAL GIST OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

A technical task of the present invention is to provide a
mobile terminal and an operation control method thereof in
which the status of a wireless communication unit is con-
trolled based on a user’s usage pattern for the wireless com-
munication unit in the mobile terminal, thereby reducing the
consumption of a battery caused by the abuse of the wireless
communication unit in the mobile terminal and allowing the
user to conveniently connect to an external device.

Another technical task of the present invention is to provide
a mobile terminal and an operation control method thereof in
which the status of a wireless communication unit is con-
trolled by using user schedule based log data stored in the
mobile terminal, thereby allowing the mobile terminal to
manage the connection establishment to an external device
according to the user’s context and effectively manage a
battery in the mobile terminal.

In order to solve the foregoing technical task, a mobile
terminal may include a wireless communication unit; a stor-
age unit configured to store a usage pattern of the wireless
communication unit; and a controller configured to provide
an interface of changing or capable of changing the wireless
communication unit to an active or inactive state based on the
usage pattern, wherein the usage pattern is changed based on
time or location information.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
wireless communication unit may include at least one of a
wireless internet module, a short-range communication mod-
ule, and a location information module.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
controller may provide an interface of changing or capable of
changing the wireless communication unit to the active or
inactive state based on a battery used amount according to the
use of the wireless communication unit or a communication
speed of the wireless communication unit. According to an
embodiment, furthermore, the mobile terminal may further
include a display unit, wherein the controller controls the
display unit to display the battery used amount or the com-
munication speed together with a status of the wireless com-
munication unit.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
controller may provide an interface of changing or capable of
changing the wireless communication unit to the active or
inactive state based on a battery used amount of the mobile
terminal.
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According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
controller may control the wireless communication unit to
transmit or receive data to or from an external device based on
the usage pattern. According to an embodiment, furthermore,
it is characterized in that the controller may control the wire-
less communication unit to perform synchronization of data
with the external device based on the usage pattern.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
controller may control the execution of an application that
uses the wireless communication unit based on the usage
pattern.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
usage pattern may include information on a status of the
wireless communication unit.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
usage pattern may include information on an external device
for which the connection is set or the connection setting is
released by the wireless communication unit under control of
the controller.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
usage pattern may include information on a duration time of
the connection set in an external device by the wireless com-
munication unit under control of the controller.

In order to solve the foregoing technical task, a method of
controlling the operation of a mobile terminal may include
generating a usage pattern of a wireless communication unit;
acquiring time or location information; checking the status
information of the wireless communication unit correspond-
ing to the time or location information from the usage pattern;
and providing an interface of changing or capable of changing
the wireless communication unit to an active or inactive state
based on the checked status information.

On the other hand, in order to solve the foregoing another
technical task, a mobile terminal may include a wireless
communication unit; a storage unit configured to store log
data associated with a user’s schedule; and a controller con-
figured to provide an interface of changing or capable of
changing the wireless communication unit to an active or
inactive state based on the log data.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
controller may acquire location information reflecting the
location of the mobile terminal from the log data, and provide
an interface of changing or capable of changing the wireless
communication unit to the active or inactive state based on the
acquired location information. According to an embodiment,
furthermore, it is characterized in that the storage unit may
store data in which the location information of the mobile
terminal has been collected, and the controller may provide
an interface of changing or capable of changing the wireless
communication unit to the active or inactive state based on the
acquired location information or the collected data.

According to an embodiment, it is characterized in that the
controller may acquire the user’s situation information from
the log data, and provides an interface of changing or capable
of changing the wireless communication unit to the active or
inactive state based on the acquired situation information.
According to an embodiment, furthermore, it is characterized
in that the storage unit may store information on a recom-
mended status of the wireless communication unit according
to the user’s situation information, and the controller may
provide an interface of changing or capable of changing the
wireless communication unit to the active or inactive state
based on information on the log data or the recommended
status.

On the other hand, in order to solve the foregoing another
technical task, a method of controlling the operation of a
mobile terminal may include generating log data associated
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with a user’s schedule; acquiring the location information of
the mobile terminal or the user’s situation information based
on the log data; and providing an interface of changing or
capable of changing the wireless communication unit to an
active or inactive state based on the log data, the location
information, or the situation information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile terminal
associated with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a conceptual view illustrating a status change of
the wireless communication unit 110 according to the
embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a conceptual view illustrating the status change
interface provision of the wireless communication unit 110
according to the embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a conceptual view illustrating a status change of
the wireless communication unit 110 according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the data synchronization of the
wireless communication unit 110 according to a first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the execution of an application
according to a first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating the data structure of a usage
pattern according to a first embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating the data structure of a usage
pattern according to a first embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating a process of controlling
the operation of the mobile terminal 100 according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG.10is a view illustrating a screen of displaying log data
according to a second embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating the structure of a table in
which the location information of the mobile terminal 100 has
been collected according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 12 is aview illustrating a guide message output screen
according to a second embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 13 is a view illustrating the structure of a recom-
mended status table of the wireless communication unit 110
according to a second embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a display screen of the mobile
terminal 100 according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure; and

FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating a process of controlling
the operation of the mobile terminal according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Inrecentyears, as radio communication is typically used in
a mobile terminal, there has been increased interest in
enhancing the performance and functions of a mobile termi-
nal. In particular, as recent technologies have been developed
from the communication scheme of transmitting a voice call
to the communication scheme of transmitting various data,
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there has been increased interest in the method of reducing
power consumption according to the processing of a call
related to data that requires increased power consumption,
namely, packet switching, in the mobile terminal using a
limited power source.

On the other hand, the module providing a wireless com-
munication function may be in an active or inactive state
according to the power supply status thereof. Power may be
supplied to the module providing a wireless communication
function in an active state whereas power may not be supplied
or only the minimum power may be supplied to the module
providing a wireless communication function in an inactive
state. The active state may include a state of allowing the
module providing a wireless communication function to
transmit and/or receive data to and/or from an external device,
and a wait state for transmitting and/or receiving data to
and/or from the external device.

Hereinafter, a mobile terminal associated with according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure will be described in
more detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. A
suffix “module” or “unit” used for constituent elements used
in the following description is merely intended for easy
description of the specification, and the suffix itself does not
give any special meaning or function.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile communi-
cation terminal associated with an embodiment of the present
invention.

The mobile communication terminal 100 may include a
wireless communication unit 110, an audio/video (A/V) input
unit 120, a user input unit 130, a sensing unit 140, an output
unit 150, a memory 160, an interface unit 170, a controller
180, a power supply unit 190, and the like. However, the
constituent elements as illustrated in FIG. 1 are not necessar-
ily required, and the mobile communication terminal may be
implemented with greater or less number of elements than
those illustrated elements. Hereinafter, the constituent ele-
ments will be described in sequence.

The wireless communication unit 110 typically includes
one or more elements allowing radio communication
between the mobile communication terminal 100 and a wire-
less communication system, or allowing radio communica-
tion between radio communication the mobile communica-
tion terminal 100 and a network in which the mobile
communication terminal 100 is located. For example, the
wireless communication unit 110 may include a broadcast
receiving module 111, a mobile communication module 112,
awireless Internet module 113, a short-range communication
module 114, a location information module 115, and the like.

The broadcast receiving module 111 receives broadcast
signals and/or broadcast associated information from an
external broadcast management server through a broadcast
channel. The broadcast channel may include a satellite chan-
nel and/or a terrestrial channel. The broadcast management
server may mean a server that generates and transmits a
broadcast signal and/or broadcast associated information or a
server that receives a previously generated broadcast signal
and/or broadcast associated information and transmits to the
mobile communication terminal 100. The broadcast signal
may include a TV broadcast signal, a radio broadcast signal
and a data broadcast signal as well as a broadcast signal in a
form that a data broadcast signal is coupled to the TV or radio
broadcast signal.

The broadcast associated information may mean informa-
tion regarding a broadcast channel, a broadcast program, a
broadcast service provider, and the like. The broadcast asso-
ciated information may also be provided through a mobile
communication network, and in this case, the broadcast asso-
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ciated information may be received by the mobile communi-
cation module 112. The broadcast associated information
may exist in various forms. For example, it may exist in the
form of an electronic program guide (EPG) of digital multi-
media broadcasting (DMB), electronic service guide (ESG)
of digital video broadcast-handheld (DVB-H), and the like.

The broadcast receiving module 111 may receive a broad-
cast signal using various types of broadcast systems. In par-
ticular, the broadcast receiving module 111 may receive a
digital broadcast signal using a digital broadcast system such
as digital multimedia broadcasting-terrestrial (DMB-T), digi-
tal multimedia broadcasting-satellite (DMB-S), media for-
ward link only (MediaFLO), digital video broadcast-hand-
held (DVB-H), integrated services digital broadcast-
terrestrial (ISDB-T), and the like. The broadcast receiving
module 111 is, of course, configured to be suitable for every
broadcast system that provides a broadcast signal as well as
the above-mentioned digital broadcast systems.

The broadcast signal and/or broadcast-associated informa-
tion received through the broadcast receiving module 111
may be stored in the memory 160.

The mobile communication module 112 transmits and/or
receives a radio signal to and/or from at least one of a base
station, an external terminal and a server over a mobile com-
munication network. Here, the radio signal may include a
voice call signal, a video call signal and/or various types of
data according to text and/or multimedia message transmis-
sion and/or reception.

The wireless Internet module 113 means a module for
supporting wireless Internet access. The wireless Internet
module 113 may be built-in or externally installed to the
mobile communication terminal 100. Here, it may be used a
wireless Internet access technique including a WLAN (Wire-
less LAN), Wi-Fi, Wibro (Wireless Broadband), Wimax
(World Interoperability for Microwave Access), HSDPA
(High Speed Downlink Packet Access), and the like.

The short-range communication module 114 is a module
for supporting a short-range communication. Here, it may be
used a short-range communication technology including
Bluetooth, Radio Frequency [Dentification (RFID), Infrared
Data Association (IrDA), Ultra WideBand (UWB), ZigBee,
and the like.

The location information module 115 is a module for
checking or acquiring a location of the mobile communica-
tion terminal, and there is a GPS module as a representative
example.

Referring to FIG. 1, the A/V (audio/video) input unit 120
receives an audio or video signal, and the A/V (audio/video)
input unit 120 may include a camera 121 and a microphone
122. The camera 121 processes a image frame, such as still
picture or video, obtained by an image sensor in a video
phone call or image capturing mode. The processed image
frame may be displayed on a display unit 151.

The image frames processed by the camera 121 may be
stored in the memory 160 or transmitted to an external device
through the wireless communication unit 110. Two or more
cameras 121 may be provided according to the use environ-
ment of the mobile communication terminal.

The microphone 122 receives an external audio signal
through a microphone in a phone call mode, a recording
mode, a voice recognition mode, and the like, and processes
the audio signal into electrical voice data. The processed
voice data may be converted and outputted into a format that
is transmittable to a mobile communication base station
through the mobile communication module 112 in the phone
call mode. The microphone 122 may implement various types
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of noise canceling algorithms to cancel noise generated in a
procedure of receiving the external audio signal.

The user input unit 130 may generate input data to control
an operation of the terminal. The user input unit 130 may be
configured by including a keypad, a dome switch, a touch pad
(pressure/capacitance), a jog wheel, a jog switch, and the like.

The sensing unit 140 detects a current status of the mobile
communication terminal 100 such as an opened or closed
status of the mobile communication terminal 100, a location
of the mobile communication terminal 100, an orientation of
the mobile communication terminal 100, and the like, and
generates a sensing signal for controlling the operation of the
mobile communication terminal 100. For example, when the
mobile communication terminal 100 is a slide phone type, it
may sense an opened or closed status of the slide phone.
Furthermore, the sensing unit 140 takes charge of a sensing
function associated with whether or not power is supplied
from the power supply unit 190, or whether or not an external
device is coupled to the interface unit 170. On the other hand,
the sensing unit 140 may include a proximity sensor 141.

The output unit 150 is configured to provide an output for
audio signal, video signal, or alarm signal, and the output unit
150 may include the display unit 151, an audio output module
152, an alarm unit 153, a haptic module 154, and the like.

The display unit 151 may display (output) information
processed in the mobile communication terminal 100. For
example, when the mobile communication terminal 100 is in
a phone call mode, the display unit 151 may display a User
Interface (UI) or a Graphic User Interface (GUI) associated
with a call. When the mobile communication terminal 100 is
in avideo call mode or image capturing mode, the display unit
151 may display a captured image and/or received image, a
UT or GUI.

The display unit 151 may include at least one of a Liquid
Crystal Display (LCD), a Thin Film Transistor-LCD (TFT-
LCD), an Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED) display, a
flexible display, a three-dimensional (3D) display.

Some of those displays may be configured with a transpar-
ent or optical transparent type to allow viewing of the exterior
through the display unit, which may be called transparent
displays. An example of the typical transparent displays may
include a transparent LCD (TOLED), and the like. Under this
configuration, a user can view an object positioned at a rear
side of a terminal body through a region occupied by the
display unit 151 of the terminal body.

The display unit 151 may be implemented in two or more
in number according to a configured aspect of the portable
terminal 100. For instance, a plurality of the display units 151
may be arranged on one surface to be spaced apart from or
integrated with each other, or may be arranged on different
surfaces.

Here, if the display unit 151 and a touch sensitive sensor
(referred to as a touch sensor) have an interlayer structure, the
structure may be referred to as a touch screen. The display
unit 151 may be used as an input device rather than an output
device. The touch sensor may be implemented as a touch film,
a touch sheet, a touch pad, and the like.

The touch sensor may be configured to convert changes of
apressure applied to a specific part of the display unit 151, or
acapacitance occurring from a specific part of the display unit
151, into electric input signals. Also, the touch sensor may be
configured to sense not only a touched position and a touched
area, but also a touch pressure.

When touch inputs are sensed by the touch sensors, corre-
sponding signals are transmitted to a touch controller (not
shown). The touch controller processes the received signals,
and then transmits corresponding data to the controller 180.
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Accordingly, the controller 180 may sense which region of
the display unit 151 has been touched.

Referring to FIG. 1, a proximity sensor 141 may be
arranged at an inner region of the portable terminal 100 cov-
ered by the touch screen, or near the touch screen. The prox-
imity sensor indicates a sensor to sense presence or absence of
an object approaching to a surface to be sensed, or an object
disposed near a surface to be sensed, by using an electromag-
netic field or infrared rays without a mechanical contact. The
proximity sensor has a longer lifespan and a more enhanced
utility than a contact sensor.

The proximity sensor may include an optical transmission
type photoelectric sensor, a direct reflective type photoelec-
tric sensor, a mirror reflective type photoelectric sensor, a
high-frequency oscillation proximity sensor, a capacitance
type proximity sensor, a magnetic type proximity sensor, an
infrared rays proximity sensor, and so on. When the touch
screen is implemented as a capacitance type, proximity of a
pointer to the touch screen is sensed by changes of an elec-
tromagnetic field. In this case, the touch screen (touch sensor)
may be categorized into a proximity sensor.

Hereinafter, for the sake of convenience of brief explana-
tion, a status that the pointer is positioned to be proximate
onto the touch screen without contact will be referred to as
‘proximity touch’, whereas a status that the pointer substan-
tially comes in contact with the touch screen will be referred
to as ‘contact touch’. For the position corresponding to the
proximity touch of the pointer on the touch screen, such
position corresponds to a position where the pointer faces
perpendicular to the touch screen upon the proximity touch of
the pointer.

The proximity sensor senses proximity touch, and proxim-
ity touch patterns (e.g., proximity touch distance, proximity
touch direction, proximity touch speed, time, proximity touch
position, proximity touch moving status, etc.). Information
relating to the sensed proximity touch and the sensed prox-
imity touch patterns may be output onto the touch screen.

The audio output module 152 may output audio data
received from the wireless communication unit 110 or stored
in the memory 160, in a call-receiving mode, a call-placing
mode, a recording mode, a voice recognition mode, a broad-
cast reception mode, and so on. The audio output module 152
may output audio signals relating to functions performed in
the portable terminal 100, e.g., sound alarming a call received
or a message received, and so on. The audio output module
152 may include a receiver, a speaker, a buzzer, and so on.

The alarm 153 outputs signals notifying occurrence of
events from the portable terminal 100. The events occurring
from the portable terminal 100 may include call received,
message received, key signal input, touch input, and so on.
The alarm 153 may output not only video or audio signals, but
also other types of signals such as signals notifying occur-
rence of events ina vibration manner. Since the video or audio
signals can be output through the display unit 151 or the audio
output unit 152, the display unit 151 and the audio output
module 152 may be categorized into a part of the alarm 153.

The haptic module 154 generates various tactile effects
which a user can feel. A representative example of the tactile
effects generated by the haptic module 154 includes vibra-
tion. Vibration generated by the haptic module 154 may have
a controllable intensity, a controllable pattern, and so on. For
instance, different vibration may be output in a synthesized
manner or in a sequential manner.

The haptic module 154 may generate various tactile
effects, including not only vibration, but also arrangement of
pins vertically moving with respect to a skin being touched,
air injection force or air suction force through an injection
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hole or a suction hole, touch by a skin surface, presence or
absence of contact with an electrode, effects by stimulus such
as an electrostatic force, reproduction of cold or hot feeling
using a heat absorbing device or a heat emitting device, and
the like.

The haptic module 154 may be configured to transmit
tactile effects through a user’s direct contact, or a user’s
muscular sense using a finger or a hand. The haptic module
154 may be implemented in two or more in number according
to the configuration of the portable terminal 100.

The memory 160 may store a program for processing and
controlling the controller 180. Alternatively, the memory 160
may temporarily store input/output data (e.g., phonebook
data, messages, audios, still images, videos, and the like).
Also, the memory 160 may store data related to various pat-
terns of vibrations and sounds outputted upon the touch input
on the touch screen.

The memory 160 may be implemented using any type of
suitable storage medium including a flash memory type, a
hard disk type, a multimedia card micro type, a memory card
type (e.g., SD or DX memory), Random Access Memory
(RAM), Static Random Access Memory (SRAM), Read-
Only Memory (ROM), Electrically Erasable Programmable
Read-only Memory (EEPROM), Programmable Read-only
Memory (PROM), magnetic memory, magnetic disk, optical
disk, and the like. Also, the mobile communication terminal
100 may operate a web storage which performs the storage
function of the memory 160 on the Internet.

The interface unit 170 may generally be implemented to
interface the portable terminal with external devices. The
interface unit 170 may allow a data reception from an external
device, a power delivery to each component in the portable
terminal 100, or a data transmission from the portable termi-
nal 100 to an external device. The interface unit 170 may
include, for example, wired/wireless headset ports, external
charger ports, wired/wireless data ports, memory card ports,
ports for coupling devices having an identification module,
audio Input/Output (I/O) ports, video 1/O ports, earphone
ports, and the like. The identification module may be config-
ured as a chip for storing various information required to
authenticate an authority to use the portable terminal 100,
which may include a User Identity Module (UIM), a Sub-
scriber Identity Module (SIM), and the like. Also, the device
having the identification module (hereinafter, referred to as
‘identification device’) may be implemented in a type of
smart card. Hence, the identification device can be coupled to
the portable terminal 100 via a port.

Also, the interface unit 170 may serve as a path for power
to be supplied from an external cradle to the portable terminal
100 when the portable terminal 100 is connected to the exter-
nal cradle or as a path for transferring various command
signals inputted from the cradle by a user to the portable
terminal 100. Such various command signals or power input-
ted from the cradle may operate as signals for recognizing that
the portable terminal 100 has accurately been mounted to the
cradle.

The controller 180 typically controls the overall operations
of'the portable terminal 100. For example, the controller 180
performs the control and processing associated with tele-
phony calls, data communications, video calls, and the like.
The controller 180 may include a multimedia module 181
which provides multimedia playback. The multimedia mod-
ule 181 may be configured as part of the controller 180 or as
a separate component.

The controller 180 can perform a pattern recognition pro-
cessing so as to recognize writing or drawing input on the
touch screen as text or image.
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The power supply unit 190 provides power required by
various components under the control of the controller 180.

Various embodiments described herein may be imple-
mented in a computer-readable medium using software, hard-
ware, or any combination thereof.

For hardware implementation, it may be implemented by
using at least one of application specific integrated circuits
(ASICs), digital signal processors (DSPs), digital signal pro-
cessing devices (DSPDs), programmable logic devices
(PLDs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), proces-
sors, controllers, micro-controllers, microprocessors, electri-
cal units designed to perform the functions described herein.
In some cases, such embodiments may be implemented in the
controller 180 itself.

For software implementation, the embodiments such as
procedures or functions may be implemented together with
separate software modules that allow performing of at least
one function or operation. Software codes can be imple-
mented by a software application written in any suitable
programming language. The software codes may be stored in
the memory 160 and executed by the controller 180.

On the other hand, the memory 160 according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure may store a usage pat-
tern of the wireless communication unit 110. The usage pat-
tern of the wireless communication unit 110 may mean a
status of the wireless communication unit 110 repeated at a
specific time or location. For example, the usage pattern of the
wireless communication unit 110 may include information on
a repetitive status having a period such as specific time, date,
day of the week, week, month, or year. Otherwise, for
example, the usage pattern of the wireless communication
unit 110 may include information on a repetitive status in a
specific location or region.

The controller 180 may collect status information illustrat-
ing a status of the wireless communication unit 110 according
to the time or location for a predetermined period of time.
Otherwise, the controller 180 may generate a usage pattern of
the wireless communication unit 110 based on the collected
status information of the wireless communication unit 110.
Here, the controller 180 may generate a usage pattern of the
wireless communication unit 110 based on a frequency and/
or duration time in which the wireless communication unit
110 is in an active state with a specific period of time or at a
specific place. The controller 180 may store the generated
pattern in the memory 160.

For example, the controller 180 may generate a pattern of
the active state of the wireless communication unit 110 for a
time in which the wireless communication unit 110 is in an
active state 5 or more times and/or 5 or more minutes during
aperiod of a day. Otherwise, the controller 180 may generate
a pattern of the active state of the wireless communication
unit 110 for a specific place in which the wireless communi-
cation unit 110 is in an active state 5 or more times and/or 5 or
more minutes. In this case, the controller 180 may generate a
pattern of the inactive state of the wireless communication
unit 110 for a time or place excluding the time or location
corresponding to the pattern of the active state.

Here, the active or inactive state has been described as an
example, and the controller 180 may generate usage patterns
for various states classified according to the power supply
status. According to an embodiment, even in the active state,
the controller 180 may generate a usage pattern for the status
of allowing the wireless communication unit 110 to transmit
and receive data or for the wait state of the wireless commu-
nication unit 110 capable of transmitting and receiving data.

Furthermore, the usage pattern generated by the controller
180 may be changed based on the status of the wireless
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communication unit 110 according to time or location infor-
mation. The time or location included in a pattern in an active
state may be changed to a pattern in an inactive state, and the
time or location included in a pattern in an inactive state may
be changed to a pattern in an active state. Here, the controller
180 may update a usage pattern based on the up-to-dateness
of'the status information. For example, the controller 180 may
update a usage pattern based on the status information of the
controller 180 for recent 5 days, or update a usage pattern by
giving a weight to the status information according to the
up-to-dateness of the status information.

The controller 180 may provide an interface of changing or
capable of changing the wireless communication unit to an
active or inactive state based on a usage pattern stored in the
memory 160. For example, the controller 180 may acquire a
current time based on a repeater or built-in counter. Other-
wise, the controller 180 may acquire the current location
information ofthe mobile terminal 100 from a signal received
by the location information module 115 or a location based
server (LBS). Furthermore, the controller 180 may check the
status of the wireless communication unit 110 corresponding
to current time or location information in a usage pattern
stored in the memory 160. Furthermore, the controller 180
may check a current status of the wireless communication
unit 110, and provide an interface of changing or capable of
changing the wireless communication unit to a status corre-
sponding to current time or location information when the
current status is not the status of the wireless communication
unit 110 corresponding to the time or location.

On the other hand, the memory 160 according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure may store log data
associated with the user’s schedule. For example, the log data
associated with the user’s schedule may be log data stored by
a schedule management application (scheduler). Otherwise,
the log data associated with the user’s schedule may be log
data stored by an application capable of storing data associ-
ated with the user’s schedule such as a diary, a memo, a
calendar, or the like.

The controller 180 may provide an interface of changing or
capable of changing the wireless communication unit 110 to
an active or inactive state based on log data. The controller
180 may collect the location information of the mobile ter-
minal 100 during a predetermined period of time to store the
collected location information in the memory 160. Further-
more, the controller 180 may acquire location information
reflecting the location of the mobile terminal 100 according to
the user’s schedule from the log data stored in the memory
160. The controller 180 may provide an interface of changing
or capable of changing the wireless communication unit 110
to an active or inactive state by comparing the collected
location information of the mobile terminal 100 with the
location information of the mobile terminal 100 acquired
from the log data.

For example, if the location information of the mobile
terminal 100 acquired from log data is not included in the
collected location information of the mobile terminal 100,
then the controller 180 may change the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 to an active state to maintain a connected state
with an external device or a wait state capable of connecting
thereto. Furthermore, for example, if the location information
of the mobile terminal 100 acquired from the log data is
included in the collected location information of the mobile
terminal 100, then the controller 180 may change the wireless
communication unit 110 to an inactive state to prevent the
consumption of a battery.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may acquire the user’s
situation information from log data, and provide an interface
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of changing or capable of changing the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 to an active or inactive state based on the
acquired situation information. The memory 160 may store a
recommended status of the wireless communication unit 110
according to the user’s situation. For example, if the user is in
a meeting, then the wireless communication unit 110 may
maintain an inactive state to prevent the consumption of a
battery. Furthermore, for example, if the user is at work, then
the wireless communication unit 110 may maintain an active
state, thereby maintaining a connected state with an external
device or becoming a wait state capable of connecting to the
external device.

The controller 180 may syntactically analyze log data to
acquire the user’s situation information. For example, if the
log data includes a field representing the user’s situation
information, then the controller 180 may acquire the user’s
situation information by extracting information correspond-
ing to the field. Furthermore, the controller 180 may check a
recommended status corresponding to the user’s situation
extracted from the log data in the recommended status of the
wireless communication unit 110 according to the user’s
situation stored in the memory 160, and provide an interface
of changing or capable of changing the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 to an active or inactive state according to the
checked recommended status.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual view illustrating a status change of
the wireless communication unit 110 according to the
embodiments of the present disclosure.

According to an embodiment, a region 210 representing
the status of the wireless communication unit 110 may
include the items representing an active or inactive state for a
wireless internet module 113 (for example, Wi-Fi), a short-
range communication module 114 (for example, Bluetooth),
and a location information module 115 (for example, GPS).
The region 210 representing the status of the wireless com-
munication unit 110, for example, may be displayed on an
idle screen of the mobile terminal 100 in a widget form or
displayed by the user’s selection of an object set to call a
function provided by the mobile terminal 100.

Referring to FIG. 2A, if Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and GPS are
active, then the items representing Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and GPS
may be displayed in an active state in the region 210 repre-
senting the status of the wireless communication unit 110.

Referring to FIG. 2B, if Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and GPS are
inactive, then the items representing Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and
GPS may be displayed in an inactive state in the region 210
representing the status of the wireless communication unit
110.

Referring to FIG. 2C, when Wi-Fi and Bluetooth are inac-
tive and GPS is active, then the items representing Wi-Fi and
Bluetooth may be displayed in an inactive state, and the item
representing GPS may be displayed in an active state in the
region 210 representing the status of the wireless communi-
cation unit 110.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual view illustrating the status change
interface provision of the wireless communication unit 110
according to the embodiments of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 3, according to an embodiment, Wi-Fi
and Bluetooth maintain an inactive state, and the items rep-
resenting Wi-Fi and Bluetooth may maintain the display of an
inactive state in the region 310 representing the status of the
wireless communication unit 110. An interface capable of
changing GPS from an inactive state to an active state may be
provided by the controller 180, and in this case, the item
representing GPS may be distinguished from the items rep-
resenting Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. For example, the size, shape
or color of the item representing GPS may be displayed to be
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distinguished from that of the items representing Wi-Fi and
Bluetooth. According to an embodiment, the item 320 repre-
senting GPS may be displayed to be periodically switched
between an item 322 representing the display of an inactive
state and an item 324 representing the display of an active
state, thereby providing an interface capable of changing GPS
to an active state. Upon receiving an input of changing GPS to
an active state through the user input unit 130 from the user,
the controller 180 may change GPS to an active state.

FIG. 4 is a conceptual view illustrating a status change of
the wireless communication unit 110 according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The controller 180 may provide an interface of changing or
capable of changing the wireless communication unit 110 to
an active or inactive state based on a battery used amount
according to the use of the wireless communication unit 110
or a communication speed of the wireless communication
unit 110.

Referring to FIG. 4A, according to an embodiment, for the
status of the wireless communication unit 110 corresponding
to a current time or location of the wireless communication
unit 110 in a usage pattern of the wireless communication unit
110 stored in the memory 160, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth may be
active and GPS may be inactive. In this case, the controller
180 may check the used amounts of battery according to the
use of Wi-Fi and Bluetooth and compare the used amounts of
battery according to the use of Wi-Fi and Bluetooth to provide
an interface of changing or capable of changing only Blue-
tooth having a less used amount of battery to an active state.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may control the display
unit 151 to display a battery used amount according to the use
of'the wireless communication unit 110 together with a status
of the wireless communication unit 110. For example, the
controller 180 may check a battery remaining amount of the
mobile terminal 100, to display a time (for example, 24:00,
36:00, or the like) during which the mobile terminal 100 can
maintain power when the wireless communication unit 110 is
in an active state based on the battery remaining amount and
a battery used amount according to the use of the wireless
communication unit 110 together with the item representing
the status of the wireless communication unit 110.

Furthermore, Referring to FIG. 4B, according to an
embodiment, for the status of the wireless communication
unit 110 corresponding to a current time or location of the
wireless communication unit 110 in a usage pattern of the
wireless communication unit 110 stored in the memory 160,
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth may be active and GPS may be inactive.
In this case, the controller 180 may check the battery speeds
of Wi-Fi and Bluetooth and compare the communication
speeds of Wi-Fi and Bluetooth to provide an interface of
changing or capable of changing only Wi-Fi having a higher
communication speed to an active state.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may control the display
unit 151 to display a communication speed of the wireless
communication unit 110 together with a status of the wireless
communication unit 110. For example, the controller 180
may check a communication speed of the mobile terminal
100 to display the communication speed (for example, 3.0
Mb/s, 0.3 Mb/s, or the like) together with the item represent-
ing the status of the wireless communication unit 110.

On the other hand, the controller 180 may provide an
interface of changing or capable of changing the wireless
communication unit 110 to an active or inactive state based on
a battery used amount of the mobile terminal 100. The con-
troller 180 compares the battery used amount of the mobile
terminal 100 with a threshold value for the active or inactive
state of the wireless communication unit 110 to provide an
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interface of changing or capable of changing the wireless
communication unit 110 to an active or inactive state.

For example, if the battery used amount exceeds 80% when
the threshold value for the active state of the wireless com-
munication unit 110 is 80%, then the wireless communication
unit 110 can maintain an inactive state even if it should be
changed to the active state according to the usage pattern.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the data synchronization of the
wireless communication unit 110 according to a first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

The controller 180 may control the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 to transmit or receive data to or from an external
device based on a usage pattern of the wireless communica-
tion unit 110. In this case, the controller 180 may control the
wireless communication unit 110 to perform synchronization
of'data with the external device based on a usage pattern of the
wireless communication unit 110.

The usage pattern of the wireless communication unit 110
may include information on an external device connected
thereto when the wireless communication unit 110 is in an
active state as well as the status information of the wireless
communication unit 110 according to time or location infor-
mation. In this case, the controller 180 may provide an inter-
face of configuring or capable of configuring a connection to
the external device if the status corresponding to a current
time or location in the usage pattern is a status connected to
the external device.

Furthermore, the usage pattern of the wireless communi-
cation unit 110 may include information on data transmitted
or received to or from an external device connected thereto
when the wireless communication unit 110 is in an active
state as well as the status information of the wireless commu-
nication unit 110 according to time or location information. In
this case, the controller 180 may configure a connection to the
external device and provide an interface of transmitting or
receiving or capable of transmitting or receiving data if the
status corresponding to a current time or location in the usage
pattern is a status connected to the external device to transmit
or receive data. Furthermore, in this case, transmitted or
received data may be data for synchronizing data stored in the
mobile terminal 100 and external device.

Referring to FIG. 5, according to an embodiment, a region
500 representing the status of the wireless communication
unit 110 may include an item representing the status of Wi-Fi,
an item representing the status of Bluetooth, an item repre-
senting the status of GPS, and an item 510 representing the
status of data synchronization. If Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and GPS
are inactive and data synchronization is carried out, then the
items representing the status of Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and GPS
may be displayed in an inactive state, and the item 510 rep-
resenting the status of data synchronization may be displayed
in a status of performing data synchronization in the region
500 representing the status of the wireless communication
unit 110.

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the execution of an application
according to a first embodiment of the present disclosure.

The controller 180 may control the execution of an appli-
cation using the wireless communication unit 110 based on a
usage pattern of the wireless communication unit 110. The
usage pattern of the wireless communication unit 110 may
include information on an application carried out when the
wireless communication unit 110 is in an active state as well
as the status information of the wireless communication unit
110 according to time or location information. In this case, if
the status corresponding to a current time or location in the
usage pattern is a status in which an application of changing
the wireless communication unit 110 to an active or inactive

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

state has been carrier out, then the controller 180 may provide
an interface of executing or capable of executing the relevant
application.

Referring to FIG. 6A, according to an embodiment, a plu-
rality of objects may be displayed on the screen of the mobile
terminal 100. Each of the plurality of objects can be mapped
to each function (for example, application) provided in the
mobile terminal 100. If any one of the plurality of objects is
selected, then the mobile terminal 100 may implement an
application corresponding to the selected object, for example.

If the status corresponding to a current time or location in
the usage pattern is a status in which an application of chang-
ing the wireless communication unit 110 to an active or
inactive state has been carrier out, then the controller 180 may
execute the relevant application or provide an interface for
which an object 610 mapped to an application can be selected
to execute the relevant application.

Referring to FIG. 6B, according to an embodiment, an
execution screen of the application may be displayed on the
screen of the mobile terminal 100. Furthermore, the status of
the wireless communication unit 110 may be changed to an
active state by the execution of the application, and an item
620 representing that the status of the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 is active may be further displayed on the screen
of the mobile terminal 100.

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating the data structure of a usage
pattern according to a first embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 7A is a view illustrating the structure of a table in
which the status information of the wireless communication
unit 110 has been collected according to a first embodiment of
the present disclosure.

The table in which the status information of the wireless
communication unit 110 has been collected may include a
time (TIME) field and a status (STATUS) field. Furthermore,
the table in which the status information of the wireless com-
munication unit 110 has been collected may further include a
device identification information field (DEVICE_ID) and a
connection duration time (DURATION_TIME). The time
field, as a field representing time information of the mobile
terminal 100, may include time information acquired by a
built-in counter or acquired from a repeater. The status field,
as a field representing the status of the wireless communica-
tion unit 110, may include an active or inactive state, for
example. The device identification information field, as a
field representing identification field for an external device
for which the connection is set or the connection setting is
released through the wireless communication unit 110, may
include an ID, IP address, or MAC address of the external
device. The connection duration time field may include infor-
mation for a time during which the connection is maintained
with an external device for which the mobile terminal 100 has
configured a connection thereto through the wireless commu-
nication unit 110.

FIG. 7B is a view illustrating the structure of a usage
pattern table of the wireless communication unit 110 accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the present disclosure.

The usage pattern table of the wireless communication unit
110 may include a start time (START_TIME) field, an end
time (END_TIME) field, and a status (STATUS) field. Fur-
thermore, the usage pattern table of the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 may further include a device identification infor-
mation (DEVICE_ID) field and a connection duration time
(DURATION_TIME) field. The start time field may include
time information indicating the start of the section maintain-
ing an active or inactive state in the usage pattern of the
wireless communication unit 110, and the end time field may



US 9,125,159 B2

15

include time information indicating the end of the section
maintaining an active or inactive state in the usage pattern.
Accordingly, the usage pattern table of the wireless commu-
nication unit 110 may be divided by a start time field and an
end time field. The status field, device identification informa-
tion field, and connection duration time field may be similar
to the status field, device identification information field, and
connection duration time field in FIG. 7A, and thus the
description thereof will be omitted.

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating the data structure of a usage
pattern according to a first embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 8A is a view illustrating the structure of a table in
which the status information of the wireless communication
unit 110 has been collected according to a first embodiment of
the present disclosure.

The table in which the status information of the wireless
communication unit 110 has been collected may include a
location (LOCATION) field and a status (STATUS) field.
Furthermore, the table in which the status information of the
wireless communication unit 110 has been collected may
further include a device identification information (DEVI-
CE_ID) field and a connection duration time (DURATION-
_TIME) field. The location field, as a field indicating the
location information of the mobile terminal 100, may include
location information acquired from a signal received by the
location information module 115 or a location based service
(LBS) server. The status field, device identification informa-
tion field, and connection duration time field may be similar
to the status field, device identification information field, and
connection duration time field in FIG. 7A, and thus the
description thereof will be omitted.

FIG. 8B is a view illustrating the structure of a usage
pattern table of the wireless communication unit 110 accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the present disclosure.

The usage pattern table of the wireless communication unit
110 may include an area (AREA) and a status (STATUS)
field. Furthermore, the usage pattern table of the wireless
communication unit 110 may further include a device iden-
tification information (DEVICE_ID) field. The area field may
include location information indicating a range during which
the active or inactive state is maintained in a usage pattern of
the wireless communication unit 110. Accordingly, the usage
pattern table of the wireless communication unit 110 may be
divided by an area field. The status field, device identification
information field, and connection duration time field may be
similar to the status field, device identification information
field, and connection duration time field in FIG. 7A, and thus
the description thereof will be omitted.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating a process of controlling
the operation of the mobile terminal 100 according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The controller 180 may generate a usage pattern of the
wireless communication unit 110 (S110). The controller 180
may collect status information indicating the status of the
wireless communication unit 110 according to a time or loca-
tion during a predetermined period of time. Furthermore, the
controller 180 may generate a usage pattern of the wireless
communication unit 110 based on the collected status infor-
mation of the wireless communication unit 110. The control-
ler 180 may store the generated usage pattern in the memory
160.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may acquire time or loca-
tion information (S120). The controller 180 may acquire a
current time based on a repeater or built-in counter. Other-
wise, the controller 180 may acquire the current location
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information ofthe mobile terminal 100 from a signal received
by the location information module 115 or a location based
service (LBS) server.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may check the status infor-
mation of the wireless communication unit 110 correspond-
ing to a time or location in the usage pattern (S130) to provide
an interface of changing or capable of changing the wireless
communication unit 110 to an active or inactive state based on
the status information (S140). For example, if a current status
is not the status of the wireless communication unit 110
corresponding to the time or location, then the controller 180
may provide an interface of changing or capable of changing
the wireless communication unit 110 to a status correspond-
ing to current time or location information.

FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a screen of displaying log data
according to a second embodiment of the present disclosure.

The memory 160 may store log data associated with the
user’s schedule, and the log data associated with the user’s
schedule may be log data stored in a schedule management
application (scheduler). Otherwise, the log data associated
with the user’s schedule may be log data stored by an appli-
cation capable of storing data associated with the user’s
schedule such as a diary, a memo, a calendar, or the like.

Referring to FIG. 10, for example, a screen of displaying
log data may be displayed with a function provided by an
application capable of storing log data associated with the
user’s schedule. The log data may include a title or name field
710 for an event associated with the user’s schedule, a loca-
tion field 720 for an event, a date and time field 730 for an
event, an attendee field 740 for an event, and a category field
750 for an event. For example, information on each field 710
through 750 may be generated, changed or deleted by the
controller 180 according to the user’s input.

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating the structure of a table in
which the location information of the mobile terminal 100 has
been collected according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure.

The controller 180 may collect the location information of
the mobile terminal 100 for a predetermined period of time to
store the collection location information in the memory 160.
A table 800 in which the location information of the mobile
terminal 100 has been collected may include an area (AREA)
field, a time (TIME) field, and a frequency (FREQUENCY)
field. The area field may include location information for a
range formed according to the location information of the
mobile terminal 100 that has been acquired for a predeter-
mined period of time. The time field, as a field indicating the
time information of the mobile terminal 100, may include
time information acquired by a built-in counter or acquired
from a repeater. Furthermore, the frequency field may include
a frequency for which the mobile terminal 100 has been
located in the relevant region.

FIG. 12 is a view illustrating a guide message output screen
according to a second embodiment of the present disclosure.

The controller 180 may acquire location information
reflecting the location of the mobile terminal 100 from log
data to provide an interface of changing or capable of chang-
ing the wireless communication unit 110 to an active or
inactive state based on the acquired location information.
Furthermore, the memory 160 may store data in which the
location information of the mobile terminal has been col-
lected, and the controller 180 may provide an interface of
changing or capable of changing the wireless communication
unit 110 to active or inactive state based on the acquired
location information and the collected data.

For example, the controller 180 refers to a location field
720 for an event from the log data of FIG. 10 to acquire a
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location at which the event is generated. Furthermore, if the
location at which the event is generated is not included in the
area (AREA)field in a table in which the location information
of the mobile terminal 100 in FIG. 11 has been collected, or
the frequency (FREQUENCY) field is less than a threshold
value even when included therein, then the controller 180
may provide an interface of changing or capable of changing
the wireless communication unit 110 to an active state to
maintain the active state of the wireless communication unit
110.

In this case, the controller 180 may check a battery remain-
ing amount of the mobile terminal 100. Furthermore, the
controller 180 may check the date and the time field 730 for an
event and a current time from the log data of FIG. 10, and may
check whether the battery remaining amount is sufficient to
maintain the wireless communication unit 110 in an active
state when the current time is approached to the generation
time of the event. For example, as illustrated in the item 910
indicating a battery remaining amount of the mobile terminal
100, if the battery remaining amount is less than a threshold
value, then a guide message 920 indicating that the charge of
a battery is required according to the generation of an event
may be displayed. In this case, the controller 180 may display
the title or name 922 of an event associated with the charge of
a battery by including it in the guide message 920 with ref-
erenceto the title or name field 710 for the event in the log data
of FIG. 10.

FIG. 13 is a view illustrating the structure of a recom-
mended status table of the wireless communication unit 110
according to a second embodiment of the present disclosure.

A recommended status table 1000 of the wireless commu-
nication unit 110 may include a category (CATEGORY) field,
a Wi-Fi field, a Bluetooth (BLUETOOTH) field, and a GPS
field. The category field may include the user’s situation
information, and the user’s situation information may be
information that can be inputted in the category field 750 for
an event in the log data of FIG. 10. For example, the user’s
situation information may mean at work, in a meeting, on a
date, or the like. The Wi-Fi field, Bluetooth field, and GPS
field may include information on the status of Wi-Fi, Blue-
tooth, and GPS recommended according to the user’s situa-
tion included in each category field.

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a display screen of the mobile
terminal 100 according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure.

The controller 180 may acquire the user’s situation infor-
mation to provide an interface of changing or capable of
changing the connection module to an active or inactive state
based on the situation information. Furthermore, the control-
ler 180 may syntactically analyze the log data to acquire the
user’s situation information.

For example, the controller 180 may syntactically analyze
the log data of FIG. 10 to acquire the user’s situation infor-
mation from the category field 750 for an event. Furthermore,
the controller 180 may acquire the status information of the
wireless communication unit 110 for a category correspond-
ing to the user’s situation information from a recommended
status table 1000 of the wireless communication unit 110 in
FIG. 13. The controller 180 may provide an interface of
changing or capable of changing the status of the wireless
communication unit 110 to an active or inactive state based on
the acquired status information of the wireless communica-
tion unit 110.

For example, a region 1100 indicating the status of the
wireless communication unit 110 may be displayed on the
screen of the mobile terminal 100 according to the user’s
situation information acquired from log data at the generation
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time or location of'an event. When information inputted in the
category field 750 of FIG. 10 is a meeting, and the Wi-Fi field,
Bluetooth field and GPS field corresponding to the meeting
category are inactive in the recommended status table 1000 of
the wireless communication unit 110 in FIG. 13, the item
indicating the status of Wi-Fi, the item indicating the status of
Bluetooth, and the item indicating the status of GPS may be
all changed to or maintain an inactive state.

FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating a process of controlling
the operation of the mobile terminal according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The controller 180 may generate log data associated with
the user’s schedule (S210). The controller 180 may receive
information on an event associated with the user’s schedule
from the user through an interface provided by an application
associated with the user’s schedule management. Further-
more, the controller 180 may store the received information
on an event in the memory 160 as log data.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may acquire the location
information or user’s situation information of the mobile
terminal 100 based on log data (S220). The controller 180
may collect the location information of the mobile terminal
100 for a predetermined period of time to store the collected
location information in the memory 160. Furthermore, the
controller 180 may acquire location information reflecting
the location of the mobile terminal 100 according to the user’s
schedule from the log data stored in the memory 160.

Otherwise, the memory 160 may store a recommended
status of the wireless communication unit 110 according to
the user’s situation. Furthermore, the controller 180 may
syntactically analyze log data to acquire the user’s situation
information.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may provide an interface
of changing or capable of changing the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 to an active or inactive state based on log data,
location information or the status information (S230). The
controller 180 may compare the collected location informa-
tion of the mobile terminal 100 and the location information
of'the mobile terminal 100 acquired from log data to provide
an interface of changing or capable of changing the wireless
communication unit 110 to an active or inactive state.

Otherwise, the controller 180 may check a recommended
status corresponding to the user’s situation extracted from log
data in the recommended status of the wireless communica-
tion unit 110 according to the user’s situation stored in the
memory 160, and provide an interface of changing or capable
of changing the wireless communication unit 110 to an active
or inactive state according to the checked recommended sta-
tus.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, the
mobile terminal may prevent the consumption of a battery
caused by the abuse of the wireless communication unit,
thereby effectively managing the battery. Furthermore,
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure, the
mobile terminal may provide an environment capable of
quickly and conveniently connecting to an external device
according to a usage pattern of the user. Furthermore, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure, the mobile
terminal may provide an environment capable of maintaining
a connection with an external device when the user is faced
with an unfamiliar situation. Furthermore, according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure, there is provided a use
configuration of the wireless communication unit appropriate
for the user’s situation.

A mobile terminal disclosed herein may include all kinds
of'terminals capable of transmitting and receiving a text mes-
sage, such as a portable phone, a smart phone, a laptop com-
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puter, a digital broadcast terminal, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a portable multimedia player (PMP), a navigation,
and the like. The configurations and methods according to the
above-described embodiments will not be applicable in a
limited way to the foregoing terminal, and all or part of each
embodiment may be selectively combined and configured to
make various modifications thereto.

Here, the terms and words used herein and the claims
should not be construed by limiting to their typical or lexical
meaning, but should be construed based on the meaning and
concept conforming to the technical spirit of the present
invention. Accordingly, the configuration illustrated in the
embodiments disclosed herein and the drawings is merely
one embodiment of the present invention, and is not intended
to represent all the technical spirit of the present invention,
and thereby it should be appreciated that there may exist
various equivalents and modifications for substituting those
at the time of filing this application.

The invention claimed is:

1. A mobile terminal, comprising:

a display unit;

a wireless communication unit;

a storage unit configured to store a usage pattern of the

wireless communication unit,
wherein an operation mode of the wireless communication
unit is determined based on the usage pattern, and

wherein the usage pattern is related to a status information
of'the terminal, and the status information is related to at
least one of location and time; and

a controller configured to:

extract a current status information of the terminal;

determine an operating mode of the wireless communi-
cation unit based on the usage pattern and the current
status information;

output, on the display unit, an interface to receive a
user’s selection for changing the current operating
mode to the determined operating mode, based on
whether or not a current operating mode of the wire-
less communication unit corresponds to the deter-
mined operating mode of the wireless communication
unit which is determined based on the usage pattern
and the current status information,

wherein if the current operating mode differs from the
determined operating mode, the interface is output-
ted,

wherein if the current operating mode corresponds to the
determined operating mode, the interface is not out-
putted,

wherein the interface includes at least one graphic object
representing the current operating mode of the wire-
less communication unit, and

wherein the at least one graphic object represents usage
time of the mobile terminal during which the mobile
terminal can maintain power when the wireless com-
munication is in an active state based on a battery
remaining amount or a communication speed
together with the current operating mode of the wire-
less communication unit; and

control the wireless communication unit to change the
current operating mode when a corresponding
graphic object among the at least one graphic objectis
selected.

2. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the wireless
communication unit comprises at least one of a wireless
interne module, a short-range communication module, and a
location information module.
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3. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the controller
provides the interface capable of changing the operating
mode of the wireless communication unit on the display unit
based on a battery used amount according to the use of the
wireless communication unit or a communication speed of
the wireless communication unit.

4. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the controller
controls the wireless communication unit to transmit or
receive data to or from an external device based on the usage
pattern.

5. The mobile terminal of claim 4, wherein the controller
controls the wireless communication unit to perform syn-
chronization of data with the external device based on the
usage pattern.

6. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the controller
controls an execution of an application that uses the wireless
communication unit based on the usage pattern.

7. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the usage pat-
tern comprises information on the operating mode of the
wireless communication unit.

8. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the usage pat-
tern comprises information on an external device for which
the connection is established or the connection is terminated
by the wireless communication unit under control of the
controller.

9. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the usage pat-
tern comprises information on a duration time of the connec-
tion establishment to an external device by the wireless com-
munication unit under control of the controller.

10. A mobile terminal, comprising:

a wireless communication unit;

a storage unit configured to store log data associated with a

user’s schedule; and

a controller configured to:

acquire a location information of the mobile terminal or
the user’s context information based on the log data;

check a current location of the wireless communication
unit;

determine an operating mode of the wireless communi-
cation unit based on the log data and the location
information or the log data and the context informa-
tion;

provide an interface to receive the user’s selection for
changing an operating mode of the wireless commu-
nication unit based on the log data and the location
information, or the log data and the context informa-
tion, based on whether a current operating mode of the
wireless communication unit corresponds to the
determined operating mode of the wireless commu-
nication unit,

wherein if the current operating mode differs from the
determined operating mode, the interface is provided,

wherein if the current operating mode corresponds to the
determined operating mode, the interface is not pro-
vided,

wherein the interface includes at least one graphic object
representing a current operating mode of the wireless
communication unit, and

wherein the at least one graphic object represents usage
time of the mobile terminal during which the mobile
terminal can maintain power when the wireless com-
munication is in an active state based on a battery
remaining amount or a communication speed
together with the current operating mode of the wire-
less communication unit; and
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control the wireless communication unit to change the
current operating mode when a corresponding
graphic object among the at least one graphic objectis
selected.

11. The mobile terminal of claim 10, wherein the storage
unit stores information on a recommended status of the wire-
less communication unit according to the user’s context infor-
mation, and

the controller provides the interface to receive the user’s

selection for changing the operating mode of the wire-
less communication unit based on the log data and the
information on the recommended status.

12. A method of controlling the operation of a mobile
terminal, the method comprising:

extracting a usage pattern of a wireless communication

unit,
wherein an operation mode of the wireless communication
unit is determined based on the usage pattern, and

wherein the usage pattern is related to a status information
of'the terminal, and the status information is related to at
least one location and time;

checking a current status information of the terminal;

determining an operating mode of the wireless communi-

cation unit based on the usage pattern and the current
status information;
outputting, on the display unit, an interface to receive a
user’s selection for changing the current operating mode
to the determined operating mode based on whether a
current operating mode of the wireless communication
unit corresponds to the determined operating mode of
the wireless communication unit,
wherein if the current operating mode differs from the
determined operating mode, the interface is outputted,

wherein if the current operating mode corresponds to the
determined operating mode, the interface is not output-
ted,

wherein the interface includes at least one graphic object

representing the current operating mode of the wireless
communication unit, and

wherein the at least one graphic object represents usage

time of the mobile terminal during which the mobile
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terminal can maintain power when the wireless commu-
nication is in an active state based on a battery remaining
amount or a communication speed together with the
current operating mode of the wireless communication
unit; and

controlling the wireless communication unit to change the
current operating mode when a corresponding graphic
object among the at least one graphic object is selected.

13. A method of controlling the operation of a mobile

10 terminal, the method comprising:
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generating log data associated with a user’s schedule;

acquiring a location information of the mobile terminal or
the user’s context information based on the log data;
checking a current location of a wireless communication
unit of the mobile terminal;

providing an interface to receive a user’s selection for
changing an operating mode of the wireless communi-
cation unit based on the log data and the location infor-
mation, or the log data and the context information based
on whether a current operating mode of the wireless
communication unit corresponds to the determined
operating mode of the wireless communication unit,

wherein if the current operating mode differs from the
determined operating mode, the interface is provided,

wherein if the current operating mode corresponds to the
determined operating mode, the interface is not pro-
vided, and

wherein the interface includes at least one graphic object
representing the current operating mode of the wireless
communication unit, and

wherein the at least one graphic object represents usage
time of the mobile terminal during which the mobile
terminal can maintain power when the wireless commu-
nication is in an active state based on a battery remaining
amount or a communication speed together with the
current operating mode of the wireless communication
unit; and

controlling the wireless communication unit to change the
current operating mode when a corresponding graphic
object among the at least one graphic object is selected.
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